A possible role for propranolol in the treatment of renal osteodystrophy.
The effect of propranolol upon parathyroid hormone (P.T.H) concentrations was investigated in patients undergoing chronic haemodialysis. 9 patients receiving propranolol for the treatment of hypertension or angina pectoris were compared with 25 similar patients not taking the drug. P.T.H. and alkaline phosphatase concentrations were lower in patients receiving propranolol and there was less radiological evidence of renal osteodystrophy in these patients. Prospective studies are needed to determine whether propranolol may be helpful as an adjunct to other therapy in reversing or preventing renal osteodystrophy.